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quently hinder the logical  development   of
speculative principles.

Jn modern times, and under Christian in-
fluences, these several systems are almost
necessarily identified with inquiries concern-
ing the existence and nature of God. The
influence of Christianity has been indirectly
felt, even in speculations prosecuted in ap-
parent independence of it; and the admission
of an absolute first principle of all things dis-
tinct from God, or the acknowledgment of a
God separate from or derived from the first
principle of all things, is an absurdity which,
since the prevalence of Christianity, has be-
come almost impossible, even to antichristian
systems of thought. In earlier times, indeed,
this union of philosophy with theology was
by no means so imperative. A philosophy
like that of Greece, which inherited its specu-